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The book that inspired the major new motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom.Nelson

Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our time: an international hero whose

lifelong dedication to the fight against racial oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace

Prize and the presidency of his country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a

quarter-century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling and

inspiring political drama in the world. As president of the African National Congress and head of

South Africa's antiapartheid movement, he was instrumental in moving the nation toward multiracial

government and majority rule. He is revered everywhere as a vital force in the fight for human rights

and racial equality.LONG WALK TO FREEDOM is his moving and exhilarating autobiography,

destined to take its place among the finest memoirs of history's greatest figures. Here for the first

time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the extraordinary story of his life--an epic of struggle, setback,

renewed hope, and ultimate triumph.
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I was required to read Long Walk to Freedom for a class in school. I had heard from students who

were previously required to read the book that it was too long, and very bad. I did not go into this

book with high expectations, which made Long Walk to Freedom a pleasant surprise. Written by

Nelson Mandela over the course of several years, beginning with a first draft written in prison (which

was lost to authorities), the book covers each stage of Nelson's life. Beginning with his early

childhood in an African tribe, through his education and career as one of the first black lawyers of



Africa, and eventually his decision to join the famed political party, the African National Congress,

where Nelson began his struggle for equal rights for his people. From there Nelson goes on to

describe his life fighting for the freedom of the native people of Africa. Harassed and `banned' by

the authorities for his actions, Mr. Mandela's struggle is not an easy one. He would be put on trial

three separate times for crimes stemming from his political views, his third trial landing him a life

sentence. But with Nelson's natural resiliency in bad situations, and nations all over the world calling

for his release, he did not fear spending the rest of his life in prison. His years spent in prison would

be long and hard, but he knew upon his release that the long walk to freedom would near an end.

The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela is written well, and its length is not of issue, especially when

taking into account how expansive the story of his life really is. The pacing of the story is actually

very well done, years are written away in a few pages without anything seeming to be missed.
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